
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Ariel Belasen        

Department: Economics and Finance    Phone Number: (618) 650-2940 

E-mail Address: abelase@siue.edu                   Campus Box: 1102 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  8-10 hours 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    No 

 

Location of research/creative activities: Alumni Hall 3144 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
The project entails an international study in which we will assess the capabilities of countries at different 

developmental levels in dealing with natural disaster recovery. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
   The student will: 

   1. Maintain and update the database. 

   2. Run and interpret regression analysis output. 

   3. Review relevant literature. 

   4. If the project is successful, the student will have a chance to present his/her findings at the Midwestern 

Economic Association annual meeting in Spring 2016. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
   1. How to manage a large database. 

   2. How to interpret economic data. 

   3. How to assess statistical relevance. 

   4. How to present findings in a professional manner. 

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

It would be preferable if the student could meet on Mondays and/or Wednesdays. 

 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation? N/A  

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

Students must have taken MS251 or a comparable statistics course. Students who are taking or have completed 

ECON/FIN 415 would be preferred. 

 


